
 

   

 



 

 



 

 

USS Perch (SS-176):  Lost on March 3, 1942 near Java with no immediate loss of life, while on her 1st war patrol. She survived 2 

severe depth chargings in less than 200 feet of water by 3 Japanese destroyers. The crew abandoned ship and scuttled her. Of the 59 

officers and men taken prisoner, 53 survived the war and six died as POWs. 

USS Grampus (SS-207): Lost on March 5, 1943 with the loss of 71 officers and men, on her 6th war patrol. She was lost in Vella 

Gulf, sunk after engaging 2 Japanese Destroyers.  

USS H-1 (SS-28): Lost on March 12, 1920 with the loss of 4 men as they tried to swim to shore after grounding on a shoal off Santa 

Margarita Island, off the coast of Baja California, Mexico. Vestal (AR-4), pulled H-1 off the rocks in the morning of 24 March, only 

to have her sink 45 minutes later in some 50 feet of water. She was originally named the USS Seawolf before becoming H-1.  

USS Triton (SS-201): Lost on March 15, 1943 with the loss of 74 men. She was sunk north of the Admiralty Islands during a fight 

with 3 Japanese Destroyers. Triton was the 1st boat to engage the enemy in December 1941 off Wake Island, sinking 9 ships, 1 

submarine and a destroyer.  

USS Kete (SS-369): Lost on March 20, 1945 with the loss of 87 officers and men at the end of her 2nd war patrol. Probably sunk 

near Okinawa, by a Japanese submarine that itself was subsequently lost.  

USS F-4 (SS-23): Lost on March 25, 1915 with the loss of 21 men. She foundered 1.5 miles off of Honolulu when acid corrosion of 

the lead lining of the battery tank let seawater into the battery compartment, causing loss of control. She was raised in August 1915.  

 



 

USS Tullibee (SS-284): Lost on March 26, 1944 with the loss of 79 officers and men, on her 4th war patrol. It's believed she was a 

victim of a circular run by one of her own torpedoes. The lookout was the only survivor and he survived the war as a Japanese 

prisoner.  

USS Trigger (SS-237): Lost on March 26, 1945 with the loss of 89 officers and men, on her 12th war patrol. She was lost during a 

combined attack by Japanese antisubmarine vessels and aircraft. Trigger ranked 7th in total tonnage sunk and tied for 8th in 

number of ships sunk. 

 
 

San Diego Base, United States Submarine Veterans Inc. 

Minutes of Meeting - 12 February 2019 

At VFW Hall, 4370 Twain Avenue, San Diego CA 92120 

 
1900 - Base Junior Vice Commander Manny Burciaga called the meeting to order. 

Conducted Opening Exercises - Pledge of Allegiance lead by Chief of the Boat Bob Bissonnette 

Chief of the Boat Bob Bissonnette lead the opening prayer and conducted Tolling of the Boats for boats lost in the month of February.  

Chief of the Boat Bob Bissonnette lead ceremony for EN3(SS) Fred Ashcraft who passed on 29 December 2018. Fred was a WWII Army 

Veteran. Fred joined the Navy after the war and qualified on USS Segundo SS-398 in 1948. 

Base Junior Vice Commander Manny Burciaga recognized Past Commanders, dignitaries and guests.  

Base Secretary Jack Kane announced 25 members and 4 Guests present.  

Base Treasurer Joe Peluso presented the Treasurer's report. A copy of the Report will be filed with these minutes. Minutes of the January 

2018 meeting were published in the Sentinel. Minutes were adopted with one change. Shipmate David Kauppinen has not to move to 

Arizona. He has resigned at Float Committee Chair, but will remain as Web Master.   

Base Junior Vice Commander Manny Burciaga called for Committee Reports 

Binnacle List - Base Junior Vice Commander Manny Burciaga reported Chris Sultana, Tony Dack and David Martinez on Binnacle.  

Parade Committee -  Chairman Jack Kane announced the next parade is Linda Vista on Saturday, 27 April 2019. We are scheduled to 

attend. Chairman will confirm our entry with the Parade Committee. Maps and further information will be sent via e-mail upon receipt from 

the Linda Vista Parade Coordinator.  

Membership Committee - Chairman Ray Febrache. We have 248 members. The National Database is still FUBAR. Ray is working on 

reconciling their list with ours.  

Scholarship Committee - Committee Chairman Paul Hitchcock. Scholarship packages are due on 15 April 2019. He needs 3 volunteers to 

review scholarship packages.  

Storekeeper -  Paul Hitchcock. Calendars are available for $10 each. Shipmate JJ Lynch suggested that we send a calendar to each Base 

Member and ask for a donation.  

Breakfast Committee - Chief of the Boat Bob Bissonnette reported for Chair Base Commander Warren Branges.   Next Breakfast is 31 

March 2019. The kitchen renovations should be finished by then. We need volunteers for the kitchen and to run coffee.  

52 Boat Memorial - Chief of the Boat Bob Bissonnette reported Chair Base Commander Warren Branges - The next  All Flags Day will be 

Thursday, 11 April 2018 (U.S. Submarine Force Birthday).  We will put up flags at 0700 and take them down at 1700.  

Float Committee - Chairmanship open.  

 Eagle Scout Program -  Co Chairs Nihil Smith and Glenn Gerbrand.  Nihil reported that one Honor Court was held in January. Several 

others are being planned.   

 

1920 - Base Commander called for a break. 50/50 Raffle held. The Raffle winner donated half of his winnings to the Scholarship Fund.  

 

1930 - Unfinished Business 

 

FLOAT STORAGE STATUS - Naval Base San Diego will be opening a new RV storage lot adjacent to the Mini Mart at Rosecrans and 

Nimitz. We will be moving the float to that lot when it opens. 

BASE ROSTER AND EMAIL VERIFICATIONS are continuing. If you a verification email please respond.  

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT. Committee Chair Paul Hitchcock read the slate of candidates and took Nominations from the 

floor.  No one was nominated from the floor.  

 

1941 - New Business 

 

ELECTIONS FOR BASE OFFICERS WAS HELD. Ballots were distributed and counted. Results were read after Good of the Order.   

Results - The following members were elected for two year terms.  Base Commander Warren Branges, Senior Vice Commander Manny 

Burciaga, Junior Vice Commander Joe Peluso, Treasurer Mike Cosgrove and Secretary Jack Kane.  

 



 

1945 - Good of the Order  

 

2019 National Convention is 14-20 August in Austin TX. Details are at: ttp://ussviconvention.org/2019/ 

 

OUTYEAR CONVENTIONS - 2020 will be in Tucson and 2121 will be in Orlando at Rosen Shingle Creek.  

WESTERN REGION ROUNDUP will be held in Laughlin Nevada, March 25-29 in the Riverside Inn.  

 

The Meeting was adjourned at 1953 

 

/s/ Jack E. Kane 

Jack Kane, Secretary 

 

Sailing List for 12 February 2019 
 

 Members 
Bob Bissonnette 

Manny Burciaga 

Mike Cosgrove 

Nicholas Dirkx 

Bill Earl 

Joel Eikam 

Ed Farley 

Bob Farrell 

Ray Febrache 

Russ Filbeck 

Jim Harer 

Paul Hitchcock 

Jack Kane 

Pete Lary 

JJ Lynch 

Greg Paulson 

Jim Pope 

Joe Peluso 

Phillip Richeson 

Chris Stafford 

Nihil D. Smith 

Rus Stoddard 

Mert Weltzien 

John Zinich 

Greg Vechinski 

 

 

Guests 
Sonja Lynch 

Jessie Chang Farley 

Julie Biewer 

Kip Casper 

 

       ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Silent Sentinel 

EXCLUSIVE! 

 

 

 

 

Judith and Gary Murphy have graciously consented to allow the Silent Sentinel to 

republish their collection of USS Whale, SS-239, ship’s newspaper, “THE  RAG,” from the 

WW-II era!  Gary’s father, Rex Murphy, served as Whale’s Engineering Officer. The Silent 

Sentinel will now include a copy of The Rag in each issue. The Murphy’s and I hope that 

you will find it an interesting reading experience.  

On the evening of 19 March, Whale sighted two large freighters and one torpedo boat or 

destroyer as escort. Just after daylight the next morning, the submarine finally worked 

into a favorable attack position; she fired spreads of three torpedoes at each freighter, 

and hit both. The first target, tentatively identified as Mogamigawa Maru, sank rapidly 

by the stern. The second, a cargo ship resembling Arizona Maru, was plagued by several 

heavy internal explosions following a second torpedo hit. Whale, mistaking these 

secondary explosions for bombs, went deep. Upon discovering her mistake, she started 

to surface but was greeted by a barrage of depth charges from the escort. Whale dove 

again but again came under attack – this time from the air – when she attempted to 

return to examine the wreckage. The submarine suffered extensive damage during this 

attack, which prevented her learning the fate of her targets. This was by far Whale's 

closest escape.. It is now 23 March. Whale is sailing near Saipan: “The Rag”  No. 8 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Destroyer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stern


 

 



 

       When We Were Young 
When we were young and feeling our oats 

We joined the navy and went on those boats 

That sank on purpose sliding into the sea. 

Nobody knew where we were going to be 

Except for a few who charted the way 

To a far-off coastline or a secret bay. 

The rest of us did what we're trained to do 

and trusted each other - but prayed a lot too. 

In a sewer pipe coffin, we just did our jobs 

pulling sticks, cycling vents or adjusting some knobs. 

When all hell broke loose, we knew what was best 

because we had dolphins affixed to our chest. 

But although we knew every valve on the boat 

that made it submerge or caused it to float 

it wasn't dolphins or qualcards or years worth of studies 

that would save us... but rather our crewmates... our buddies. 

Many stood by us then, but they stand here no more. 

On Eternal Patrol they have left their last shore. 

Husbands and fathers and grandfathers too 

who sailed with us, challenged us under the blue. 

Forever a mate, forever our friend 

we're bonded as shipmates beyond our lives end. 

We pray for them now as we prayed with them then: 

May you rest in peace always, my brothers - AMEN. 
                                                        Submitted to the Sentinel by David Ball 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                    

                                                                                        
       


